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So You Think You’re a Cowboy by Hank Cochran 

and Willie Nelson (1979) 
 
 

             F                    F                            C        C 
So you think you're a cowboy but you're only a kid 
           G7              G7             C           C 
With a mind to do everything wrong 
F                             F                            C            C 
And it starts to get smoother when the circle begins 
                 G7                  G7                C         C 
But by the time that you get there it's gone 

 
 
              C                  C                          F         C 
So you think you're a winner but you're losing again 
        G                  G                 C        C 
The cards have already been dealt 
              C                         C                      F             C 
And the hand that you're playing means nothing at all 
        G               G             C         C7 
And knowing is all that is left 
 
 

             F                    F                            C        C 
So you think you're a cowboy but you're only a kid 
           G7              G7             C           C 
With a mind to do everything wrong 
F                             F                            C            C 
And it starts to get smoother when the circle begins 
                 G7                  G7                C         C 
But by the time that you get there it's gone 

 
 
            C                C            F                    C 
So live life as you find it the best that you can 
     G                G                 C        C 
Tomorrow cannot right the wrong 
          C              C              F                      C 
Don’t wait for tomorrow to bring you your dreams 
           G                    G                   C         C7 
By the time that you get there, it’s gone. 
                           G                   G                  C         C 
Yeah but by the time that you get there it's gone 
 


